
            

S E R V I C E C E N T E R U P D A T E

South Florida Water Management District Governing Board Member Alice Carlson
was joined by six District staffers, who presented the Lee County Board of County

Commissioners status reports on regional conditions and ecosystem restoration project
updates following the board’s regular weekly meeting in Fort Myers June 14. Following
heavy rainfall throughout the region, the commissioners were provided with state-of-the-
condition presentations of Lake Okeechobee and the Caloosahatchee Estuary.
Commissioners were also presented with information on the status of the C-43
(Caloosahatchee River) West Reservoir Acceler8 Everglades restoration project, as well as
an update of the 2005 legislative session as it relates to water resource issues. 

Members of local media were given a similar briefing June 13, which garnered accurate
newspaper and television coverage of what’s happening throughout Southwest Florida
regarding rainfall and water management issues. 

Carlson has committed to briefing Lee County commissioners on water management
issues every other month. “The commissioners were appreciative and impressed by the staff
presentations and the scope of the responsibilities that the District shoulders, but reiterated
their concerns regarding protection of the Caloosahatchee Estuary,” Carlson said. “All the
commissioners indicated that they looked forward to the next meeting with us in August.”

Lower West Coast Regional
Service Center

Hurricane Expos
help locals prepare
for possible storms

The District,
WINK-TV, the
Southwest Florida
CBS affiliate, and
other agencies
sponsored a series of
Hurricane Expos at area
malls in preparation for
the 2005 Hurricane
Season. During the
morning and afternoon
forums, meteorologists
talked about weather,
storm tracking and safety;
a representative from the
Florida Department of Insurance explained the ins and outs of
insurance and a speaker from the construction industry
provided information about home inspection and
improvements that can ensure additional safety. District staff
distributed brochures and shared information about
emergency operations before and after storms, as well as
flood control. 

Big Cypress Basin Service Center

Park dedication adds to Lake Trafford Restoration
Project celebration

On May 21, hundreds of people gathered to celebrate the
commencement of Lake Trafford Restoration Project.
Students from Lake Trafford Elementary School performed a
song and dance in honor of the lake, the ROTC from
Immokalee High School held the flag ceremony, the Culinary
Arts Classes provided deserts for the barbecue, and local
musicians performed.

The county park at Lake Trafford was renamed Ann
Olesky Park, after the woman who united the community and
elected officials behind the restoration project. The park
features a one-lane boat ramp, fishing pier, picnic area and
Lake Trafford access, which Olesky was instrumental in
planning. Annie, as she was known locally, died of a sudden
heart attack in 2004.

Lake Trafford has been plagued by muck accumulations,
resulting in poor water quality and loss of natural aquatic
habitat. Workers will dredge around the clock to remove
approximately 4 million cubic yards – or about 3 feet – of
organic sediment from the bottom of Lake Trafford. The
water will be treated through a sediment polishing cell and
returned to the lake. The $10.4 million project, administered
by the District, is scheduled for completion by August 2008. 

Sally McPherson from the Lower West

Coast Regional Service Center with

WINK-TV chief meteorologist Jim Farrell

work the Hurricane Expo at Coastland

Center Mall in Naples on May 21.

Another Expo was held at the Edison

Mall in Fort Myers on June 11. 

“ Florida’s goal and

priority for environmental

restoration is to lower the

phosphorus concentration in

water flowing into the

Everglades, not only because

it’s mandated by law, but

because it is the

right thing to do.”
– CAROL ANN WEHLE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Florida Keys Service Center

Keys residents plant it smart
The Nature Conservancy held its 6th Annual Native

Plant Fair on May 14. More than 1,400 plants, all
native to the Florida Keys, were given away for free to
the community. This year’s event was held in Key
Largo at Plantation Key School and drew over 500
attendees, who treated themselves to not only plants,
but also free presentations on Keys gardening. Those
who were not sure which of the 27 different species
they wanted for their yards received guidance from
Master Gardener volunteers who helped them choose
the right tree, shrub or groundcover for their sunny,
shady or salt-sprayed yards. The few plants that
were left over at the end of the event were donated
to Plantation Key School, Big Pine Charter School,
Camp Sawyer Boy Scout Camp and Brinton
Environmental Center Boy Scout Camp. The District
sponsored the event and Pennekamp State Park donated
400 plants.

Eco-Discovery
Center gets Congressional support

Governing Board Member Michael Collins and
Florida Keys Service Center Director Cecelia Weaver
participated in a meet-and-greet with U.S.
Congresswoman Ileana Ross-Lehtinen during the video
taping of a public service announcement for the world-
class, interagency Florida Keys Eco-Discovery Center.
The District is one of four agency sponsors for this
environmental education facility, which is scheduled to
open in fall 2006.

Broward Service Center

Water control structure dedication marks
completion of a critical Everglades
restoration project

On April 19, the District and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, along with our state
and local partners, celebrated the completion
of the S-381 water control structure as the final
step in the Western C-11 Water Quality
Treatment Project in southwest Broward
County. The project is a component of the
Critical Projects restoration program, and will
separate clean seepage flows from stormwater
flow, to ensure that clean water flows into Water
Conservation Area 3A. The Corps completed
construction on a portion of the project, the S-9a pump
station, in 2002 and the S-381 spillway structure was
completed in March 2005. The project has now been
turned over to the South Florida Water Management
District as the local sponsor, and it will provide
immediate water quality and timing benefits.

WaterFest makes splash 
Hundreds of kids of all ages made waves at

2005 WaterFest on May 21 at Quiet Waters Park
in Deerfield Beach for a day of learning and play.
The South Florida Water Management District
hosted the family-oriented, fun-filled event to
promote water conservation. Event-goers
immersed themselves in all kinds of water-
themed activities and games, as well as enjoyed food
and music. 

Martin/St. Lucie Service Center

Students spend a day in the field
at the Oxbow Eco-Center

What a great day for more than 400 fifth- and
sixth-graders, 15 teachers and 30 parents who came
to the 1st Annual Environmental Studies Day at the
Oxbow Eco-Center in Port St. Lucie to participate in
a day of fun and learning. The students were given an
opportunity to visit more than 10 stations that
focused on a different aspect of the environment:
ecosystems; air, water, and living organisms; tree/leaf
identification; invasive plants and animals; water
quality; and other topics and issues. Each station had
a creative way of getting the students involved by
participating in crafts, games of skill, interactive
songs, role-playing skits, and identification hikes or
similar hands-on experiences that were both
educational and fun. 

Each activity station was hosted by a local
organization from the St. Lucie County community.
The highlight of the day was the “Wheel of Water
Fortune.” Each student had an opportunity to play the
fortune game and win a prize. The event was
sponsored by the District, St. Lucie County School
District, St. Lucie County and Gulf Stream Council. 

Okeechobee Service Center

District sponsors a colorful 
Earth Day in Okeechobee

Colorful Freddy the Friendly Alligators have adorned
the halls at the Okeechobee Service Center for the past
month as the annual coloring contest for Central and
Everglades Elementary Schools in Okeechobee County
showcased the talents of many of the areas finest artists.
All grades, including special education classes, at both
schools were invited to participate in the contest that
offered prizes such as $25 savings bonds for first place.
Sponsoring partners in the ever-popular Earth Day event
include the Bank of America, Riverside National Bank
and the District.

Orlando Service Center

Workshop explains water issues
As the flow of new residents continues unabated in

Central Florida, water supply development is as critical
to the boom as roadways and schools. To update local
governments on water-supply development initiatives
and recent legislative action to assist in the creation of
alternative water supplies, the Orlando Service Center
hosted its inaugural Municipal Water Academy on May
19. The half-day seminar was a cooperative partnership
with the Tri-County League of Cities the University of
Central Florida's Institute of Government, and the
St. Johns River Water Management District.

Palm Beach County Service Center

Earth Day celebration highlights
hands-on learning

The District partnered with other agencies to celebrate
Earth Day on April 23 at the Okeeheelee Nature Center
in West Palm Beach. Attendees played the popular
Enviro-Wheel game, took guided nature walks, watched
live animal presentations and visited interactive, hands-
on booths hosted by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, Florida Earth Foundation,

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation
Commission,
Florida Power &
Light Co.,
Okeeheelee Nature
Center, Palm Beach
County Solid Waste
Authority, Palm
Beach County
Department of
Environmental
Resources
Management, Palm
Beach County
Department of Health,
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the
District.

WaterFest volunteerBrandey Jackson adds ahint of art to the face ofone of the event-goers. 

Everyone has a green thumb – Keys style – at the Native
Plant Fair in Key Largo.

From left,  front row: Central

Elementary School coloring contest

winners: 3rd Place - Hunter Sills;

2nd Place - Sara Wherrell and 1st

Place - Carrie Wharin. From left,

second row: Sponsors Tabitha Trent

from Riverside National Bank and

Lora Gardner of the District

Okeechobee Service Center.

Governing Board Member

Pamela Brooks-Thomas opens

the environmentally friendly

Obermeyer gate of the new

S-381 spillway structure. It

has no moving parts, allowing

manatees and other wildlife to

safely maneuver through the

canal.

Pick me!  Pick me!  Local fifth- and sixth-grade St. Lucie
County students eagerly ask District staffer Gardenia Long
questions during a field day at the Oxbow Eco-Center.

Service Center Spirit Soars

S E R V I C E C E N T E R U P D A T E  C O N T .

Workers begin dredging organic sediment from the bottom of Lake Trafford.

Vegetation will be replanted to restore the lake to a thriving, healthy

ecosystem.

continued from front

amount of phosphorus entering the regional drainage system. How
much? On the order of 1,400 tons. That’s a lot of phosphorus!

But it’s still not enough for Everglades health. Constructed
wetlands are an equally important part of the story. At present, more
than 36,000 acres of land south of Lake Okeechobee have been
converted to stormwater treatment areas (STAs). One of them, at
almost 17,000 acres, is the largest constructed wetland in the world.
And more are being added: 20,000 additional acres of treatment
wetlands will be constructed by 2009. 

The STAs use “green” technology to remove phosphorus from
the water. Wetland plants, such as cattail, southern naiad and algae,
take phosphorus into their systems and use it in metabolic life
processes. Some is also stored in their stems and leaves. Even after
the plants die, sediments in the treatment wetland retain phosphorus
from the decaying plant matter. And as a result, outflows from an
STA have significantly less phosphorus than inflows.

MOST WATER QUALITY GOALS ALREADY MET

Legal requirements have provided the District with interim and
long-term targets for phosphorus reduction. At many locations
throughout the Everglades, the long-term targets are already being
met, even though they are not required until more than a year from
now, on December 31, 2006. 

In almost all cases, the current interim targets have been met as
well. Several setbacks, particularly in the Arthur R. Marshall

Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge, have drawn attention, but
they are disproportionate to the situation. To put a recent court
ruling in context, phosphorus never exceeded the interim levels by
more than 2.1 ppb. That’s comparable to two people in a population
as large as China’s. And the required levels were met in 55 of the
past 60 months, largely as a result of the state’s phosphorus-control
programs. 

Clearly, we’re getting
close, and the problem
areas are minimal. That’s
a good sign. Thanks to
one of the largest
ecosystem restoration
plans in history, it has
become quite safe for the
Everglades to take a long,
healthy drink.

This young Earth Dayparticipant shows off his Freddythe Friendly Alligator sodacooler and tattoo he ‘won’ whileplaying water education games.  

CLUES:

• Freddy is enjoying the serenity of this quiet waterway, which forms the
initial headwaters of the greater Everglades ecosystem.

• The creek is the major water source for Lake Tohopekaliga, which is part of
the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes. Early Native Americans settled along this creek,
giving it special historical significance.

• Adjacent to major tourist attractions and growth areas, it is the last
remaining natural area of its size in southwest Orange and northwest Osceola
counties.

• Freddy has a big day planned. He’ll look for wildlife as he paddles, then
spend time hanging about in the hardwood swamp and hiking to the pine islands.
He may even try pan-fishing in the channelized five-mile portion of the creek.

Give up? The answer is on the back page.

Where in the District
is Freddy?

Which in practical terms, means there’s a lot to shovel out of
the barn each day.  Where does it all go? 

In South Florida, that’s an important question.  Animal waste
is a very real source of pollution, because it contains high
concentrations of phosphorus. Stormwater runoff carries the
phosphorus into drains and canals, ultimately sending it

toward the Everglades where it harms the ecosystem there.
Proper management of animal waste can make an enormous difference in

reducing phosphorus impacts. In fact, it already has. Since a program of best manage-
ment practices (BMPs) was started about a decade ago, it has prevented more than 1,400
tons of phosphorus from entering the Everglades.

What are BMPs? Collectively, they are improved ways of farming, ranching, land-
scaping, irrigating and managing animal waste – all with the goal of reducing environmental
harm. Examples for equestrians include appropriate fencing that keeps horses away from ponds
and canals, pasture rotation that reduces over-grazing and subsequent erosion of phosphorus-laden
soils, installation of gutters and downspouts on stables to minimize mud and sediment runoff and
of course, manure management. This includes daily cleanout of stalls, proper manure spreading
on pastures, use of appropriate spreading equipment and careful manure composting, such as
placement away from canals, roads and residences.

A new brochure on equestrian BMPs lists these environmentally sound practices and many
more. “Good Horse Sense: Protecting Water Resources” is available by calling (561)
682-2717 or by emailing your request to tvanveen@sfwmd.gov.

Keep in mind that you don’t need to own a whole herd of horses to put
BMPs into action. Owners with just one animal can still reduce phosphorus
impacts. Will it really make a difference? Of course!

A Horse is a Horse
of Course of Course

Purple Gallinule
(juvenile)

Common Cooter

Summer sizzles in
Southwest Florida
Summer sizzles in
Southwest Florida

Lee County briefing gets positive feedback
Tommy Strowd, assistant deputy executive director of the
District’s Comprehensive Everglades Restoration
Program Resource Area, is interviewed by media
representatives from Southwest Florida during a media
tour of Lake Okeechobee, the Caloosahatchee River and
the C-43 West Reservoir Acceler8 project on June 13.
Strowd was joined by Operations Director Bob Howard
and Everglades Division Director Susan Gray to provide
aerial tours and briefings on the status of Lake
Okeechobee conditions and operations, as well as the
progress of the Acceler8 project.

The Fantastic

F I V E
Former South Florida Water
Management District Executive
Directors, from right, Jack Maloy,
Woody Wodraska, Til Creel and Sam
Poole gather to wish former District
Executive Director Henry Dean (far
right) a fond farewell at a recent get-
together honoring Dean, who retired
in June after 30 years of public
service.  

Find Freddy!

Service Center Spirit Soars




